Hyperkalemia associated with rapid infusion of conventional and lipid complex formulations of amphotericin B.
A child developed hyperkalemia and cardiac arrest with infusion of an amphotericin B lipid complex 5.0 mg/kg over 1 hour. Another child, with chronic renal failure, developed hyperkalemia after infusion of conventional amphotericin B deoxycholate 1.0 mg/kg over 2 hours. Rapid infusion of the agent causes hyperkalemia in dogs and humans that is exacerbated in the setting of renal failure. A lipid formulation of amphotericin B is commercially available, and no reports of hyperkalemia are associated with its administration.